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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
for the year from 1 September 2019 to 31 August 2020 

 

I was elected to the role of Chair at our Annual General Meeting in November 2019. Well, what a year it has 
been! It’s probably best to divide it down the middle. 

From September 2019 to March 2020 

For the first half of the year, Slough U3A had a few busy months. All the U3A activity groups continued to 
prosper, and plans were being made for outings to take place in 2020, as well as a cultural trip to Birmingham 
by the Art Appreciation Group. 

Our monthly General Meetings, held at St Andrew’s Hall, were well attended with the following speakers 
and topics:- 

October 
2019 

John 
Pearson 

Blessed are the 
Cheesemakers 

A very well informed talk about cheese, topped with a 
cheese tasting for all. 

November  Tom Way African Images and Beyond 
Tom never fails to disappoint with his tales of hunting 
big game in remote parts of the world, armed only with 
a telephoto lens 

December 
 

Christmas party and quiz  

January 
2020 

Neil Sadler 
An Inspector Calls: 
Confessions of a Police 
Speaker 

An excellent talk from an experienced police officer, 
punctuated with anecdotes about his adventures on 
the beat. 

February  
Alan 
Copeland 

Curiosities in the Chilterns 
Fascinating stories and pictures of some of the more 
obscure sights and monuments to be found in the 
Chilterns. 

From March 2020 to the present 

Sadly, it was not possible to continue with our monthly meetings once Coronavirus came along; we also had 
to cancel the outings and the trip to Birmingham. The U3A Committee very quickly purchased a professional 
Zoom licence which enabled many of our groups to continue to meet via the internet when they were unable 
to gather in a house or hall. 

Throughout the summer, some of our groups were still able to meet in gardens or parks – drawing, bridge, 
book club, craft, creative writing, languages, ukulele, and art appreciation. The Lunch Club took advantage 
of the “Eat out to help out” initiative to enjoy a couple of hearty meals, and the walking group marched on 
in groups of 6! Other groups – such as Poetry in Action and Play Reading – were able to keep going using 
Zoom.  

With the advent of cooler weather in autumn, and then the winter lockdown, U3A activities were restricted 
even further, with Zoom the only option. Our group convenors have worked hard to maintain the 
momentum of our U3A activity groups - we are very grateful to them. 
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The Future 

The Committee decided to defer our Annual General Meeting, which was originally scheduled for November 
2020. It will now take place in May 2021. Please see the separate announcement for details of the AGM. 

At the time of writing, the vaccination program is in full swing and there are hopeful signs that the crisis is 
abating. The Committee are very hopeful that we may be able to meet together properly in Spring. 

My thanks to the Committee for their support during this difficult period, and to the group convenors for 
their hard work to keep things going. 

 

 

Bob Pedley 

Chair, Slough U3A 

February 2021. 

      

Walking Group in Langley Park Herschel Ukes 

 

 

      

Art Appreciation at Fulmer Sculpture Park Promoting the U3A at the Curve 

 


